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Photo Caption: Case IH advises all operators to take the time to explain the dangers of farm machinery to children.
CASE IH MEDIA RELEASE  
CASE IH URGES FARMERS TO KEEP KIDS SAFE
(MAY 2009) – While growing up on a farm can offer children unique experiences not available to city kids, it is important that they understand the dangers, particularly those associated with machinery and chemicals, says Case IH Brand Director David Pedersen.

“At Case IH, we take farm safety very seriously and all of our equipment is designed with safe use and operation in mind,” David said. “However, it is not only equipment operators that need safety training on farms. Children need to be made aware of the unique dangers associated with machinery and other farm hazards such as chemicals and even dams and animals.”

The Australian Centre for Agricultural Health and Safety found that children under 14 years account for approximately 20 per cent of farm injury deaths, with around two-thirds of these being boys. On average, 20 children (under 15 years old) are fatally injured on Australian farms each year, with many more receiving non-life threatening injuries. Children under the age of five are at greatest risk.

“When considering how safe your farm is for children, it’s important to take into account not only your child’s age but also their physical and mental development,” David said. “Injuries happen when children are doing something beyond their capabilities. While it is normal for parents to overestimate their child’s skills and abilities, it’s important to remember that it’s not just the child’s size or strength that determines their capabilities.”
“Children also overestimate their own abilities while underestimating danger. They want to help and they want to do tasks without assistance. Parents can satisfy this need by breaking tasks down into separate parts, some of which are safe for the child,” David added.

Additionally, farm parents must remember their children are always watching them so it’s essential to set a good example by always following safety procedures. “And, of course, there is no substitute for constant supervision, training and explanation of dangers to your child.”
Case IH tractor safety tips
· Explain the dangers of large farm machinery in simple, easy-to-understand language (and repeat as often as necessary).

· Do not ever allow children to ride on tractors or other equipment.

· Never travel at unsafe speeds, particularly near farm buildings.

· Before starting the tractor, make sure your child is a safe distance away because loose hair and clothes as well as arms and legs can easily get tangled in the moving parts causing serious injury.

· Never leave the tractor unattended with the motor running. Remove the starter key after use.

· Lock the cab whenever possible to prevent your child from getting in without your knowledge.

· Lower the front-end loader or three-point linkage equipment to the ground when not in use to prevent children climbing on them.
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